South Australian Universal Neonatal Hearing Screening Program

 Referral Pathway: Definitive Audiological Assessment

Diagnostic Audiological assessment completed by UNHS Audiologist.





Test battery including:


Auditory Brainstem Response (ABR) – Click + Tone-burst


Otoacoustic Emission (OAE) 


Tympanometry (1000Hz)


Auditory Steady State Response (ASSR)


Behavioural Observation Audiometry 








Normal hearing bilaterally 


(Click ABR threshold < 20dBnHL) + healthy middle ear function**





Positive Diagnosis -Permanent Childhood Hearing Impairment





See “Referral Pathway: Permanent Childhood hearing Impairment”








Confirmed middle ear pathology either in the presence or absence of hearing loss





Discharged from UNHS Program





Family advised of acquired hearing loss in childhood





Click ABR threshold < 35dBnHL





Review with Hearing Assessment Centre (HAC), CYWHS at 6-7 months of age.








Click ABR threshold > 35dBnHL





Review with Hearing Assessment Centre (HAC), CYWHS within 8-10 weeks of diagnostic evaluation.








In addition to other complex features which may include craniofacial abnormalities





Refer directly to ENT/Audiology at Women’s & Children’s Hospital (WCH)/Flinders Medical Centre (FMC) for management and Audiological review





Persistent middle ear pathology





Management options discussed including:


Continued montoring & review of hearing and middle ear status, HAC 


Referral to an ENT Specialist





Normal hearing + healthy middle ear function: Discharged from HAC





Family advised of acquired hearing loss in childhood





** Children at risk of progressive hearing loss are referred to HAC, or ENT/Audiology at WCH/ FMC for management and ongoing review. 








